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FROM THE
PRESIDENT
LANCE GOLDBERG

Although the pandemic closed our offices
this spring, I'm glad to say that JHSGH has
not lost a beat in our transition and is
stronger than ever. Our new Executive
Director, Elizabeth Rose, started in March as
the state was closing down and immediately
showed strong leadership and adaptability.
I hope you have been able to join us for the
vibrant slate of Zoom events that we have
presented over the past several months.

OFFICERS &
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT:
LANCE GOLDBERG
TREASURER:
STEVEN KLEINMAN
ASSISTANT TREASURER:
DAVID KLAU
SECRETARY:
REBECCA SELIG
ALAN BERKOWITZ
ANN BRANDWEIN
DENISE BRODEY
MICHAEL COHEN
DAVID DIAMOND

In addition to your own generous
membership support, consider giving a
membership to your children or
grandchildren so they can also be engaged
with our exciting programming and our
important mission. Our organization
depends on every generation being involved
and I appreciate your willingness to share
JHSGH with the people you know who will
make good stewards of our mission for the
future.
We are looking forward to welcoming
everyone back to do research or take part in
programs, praying for a vaccine as well as
good health for all in this new year.

MARY DONOHUE
MICHAEL FISHMAN
SHARON KOWAL FREILICH
PHILIP HANDLER
DAVID HARRIS
GARY JONES
ABBEY MILLER KREINIK
ROBIN LANDAU
ELLEN LESCHER
JILL POLLACK LEWIS
MICHALEE MERRITT
KERRI PROVOST
AMY ISAACSON SCHOEN
DAVID SILVER
MORTON L. WEINSTEIN
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FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
ELIZABETH ROSE

The smile on my face in this
photograph, taken on my first day
in the JHSGH office in mid-March,
shows how little I realized how all
our lives were about to be upended by the COVID-19 pandemic.
We quickly shifted to working
from home, focusing on sharing
Jewish history with you through
our email newsletter, social
media, and online exhibitions as
well as Zoom programs.
I have been glad to see many of
you at our virtual programs on
Jewish women's history, historic
cemeteries, Yiddish culture, and
other topics over the past six
months.
We are planning some great
programs for the fall, including a
community panel on how COVID19 has been reshaping Jewish life
in our region, and look forward to
"seeing" you there until we get the
chance to meet in person.
Wishing everyone a good and
healthy 5781!

STAFF
Executive Director: Elizabeth Rose
Program Administrator: Lynn Newman
Executive Director Emerita: Estelle Kafer
Contact us:
jhsgh@jewishhartford.org
860-727-6171
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
RESPONDING TO COVID-19:
A COMMUNITY PANEL
October 13, 7:00 PM via Zoom
A panel of local leaders will reflect on
how their organizations, and the wider
Jewish community in our area,
responded to the crisis brought about
by COVID-19, and how the pandemic is
reshaping Jewish life in our area.
Dr. Anat Bergner, Hartford
Hospital
Rabbi Tuvia Brander, Young Israel
of West Hartford
Katie Hanley, Jewish Family
Services
Andrea Kasper, Solomon Schechter
Day School
David Waren, Jewish Federation of
Greater Hartford

If you have a COVID-related
story to share, let us know and
we will arrange an interview.
If you are interested in
helping with interviews,
contact our office.

Registration available at jhsgh.org/panel
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RECENT PROGRAMS
BEATRICE FOX
AUERBACH, AUERFARM
AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Tracey Wilson
June 3, 2020

Visit https://jhsgh.org/pastevents/ to watch videos of
our past events

"What united these women was their
abiding interest in the ideals of
democracy and how citizens could learn
how to actively participate in a
democratic society....
These were women who spent their
lives in the public world, something
different from our image of women in
the 50s. Their stories need to be told
and retold, their system building, global
understanding, public speaking and
work for the common good, built a rich
foundation for the women's movement
in the 1960s."

Our e-newsletter is full of historical information, photographs, and links to upcoming programs.
If you are not receiving it, please let us know so we can add you to the list.
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RECENT PROGRAMS
JEWISH WOMEN LABOR
ORGANIZERS
Steve Thornton
May 27, 2020
“For more than 35 years, Merilee
helped organized thousands of
workers, led strikes, and as she
was proud to boast, was arrested
more than 90 times. She played a
major role in building labor and
community coalitions in
Connecticut and throughout New
England.”

HARTFORD’S HISTORIC
JEWISH CEMETERIES
Len Holtz and Lisa Vaeth
July 22, 2020
"My father used to tell me grandchildren don’t
usually know where their grandparents are
buried...We need to educate the youth as to the
history of our Jewish cemeteries.”
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RECENT PROGRAMS
AMERICA’S JEWISH
WOMEN – A HISTORY
Pamela Nadell
August 25, 2020

Visit https://jhsgh.org/pastevents/ to watch videos of
our past events

“We talked about Jewish women who
were religiously Jewish, for whom
Judaism was important; women for
whom Jewishness wasn’t so important
but someone else told them that it was.
And we saw dramatic changes in their
lives, and we saw how their activism,
from the colonial days down until
today, impacted both America and the
American Jewish community, and the
world Jewish community as well.”
Thanks to Congregation Beth Israel, the
Emanuel Synagogue, the Jewish Historical
Society of Fairfield County, and UConn's
Center for Judaic Studies for partnering with
us on this program.
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RECENT PROGRAMS
HIGH HOLIDAY
MEMORIES

Visit https://jhsgh.org/pastevents/ to watch videos of
our past events

September 15, 2020

"As soon as the services got
out, the numbers doubled in
[Keney] park – you had baby
carriages, couples, everybody
was just milling around. It
was just a festive gathering,
that’s how I remember it. It
was wonderful. You don’t see
anything like that around
here at all, nothing.”
“Suddenly everyone rose. The ark was open and as
I looked around, I heard sobs from every corner as
these prophetic words, which in other years were

“The Rosh Hashanah service

only theoretical, had this year taken on a stark

[on the kibbutz] was always

and terrifying reality...Every day when we

held outside...it was built

gathered around the table for our main meal, we

with tons of dances and

heard the adults talking about the previous night’s

singing along, beautiful

raids...Later we realized that those who were

songs, and also three
speeches."

deported with such anguish and fear would be
almost the only Jews from our region to survive
the war.”
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COLLECTING YOUR
STORIES

As the ongoing pandemic means that we spend some of our family time
virtually – on Zoom or other platforms, why not take this unique opportunity to
connect with relatives to learn more about your family history? Using a digital
device is an easy way to record, share and preserve your family stories by
donating them to our archive, providing a valuable gift for future generations.
Here are some ideas and guidelines to help get you started:
Set a date to interview family members about their childhood, family life,
and journeys.
Ask one individual to talk about a special family memory, photograph, or
heirloom.
Arrange a group of relatives to share family anecdotes, traditions, or
recipes.
Visit our website jhsgh.org/telling-your-family-stories for suggested
questions, forms, and instructions about recording on Zoom.
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IN APPRECIATION
BEQUESTS AND GRANTS
ESTATE OF FRANCES AND
PHILIP FELTMAN
ZACHS FAMILY FOUNDATION

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
GIL AND RUTH HERSHMAN
PARENTS OF SANDRA RULNICK

Michael & Naomi Cohen
David & Sheila Diamond
Estelle Kafer

FRED HEIMAN
FATHER OF LYNN NEWMAN
Estelle Kafer

BOB COPPA
HUSBAND OF JANE COPPA

Estelle Kafer

IN MEMORIAM
Lawrence Brick
Seymour Gavens
Gilbert Hershman
Ruth Hershman
Joan Kemler
Bernard Matlaw
Barbara Ruderman
Sally Title
Frances Weiner
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Noeet and Leor Bachar
Jane Ellis
Sherry Haller
Risa and Roy Filkoff
Tracy Gordon Fox
Andrew Gordon
Henriette Herzfeld
Robert Kirschbaum
Diane and Maurice Kessler
David Miller
Kerri Provost
Jacob Schreiber
Marge Swaye
Hilary Swirsky

Thank you for being a member of the Jewish
Historical Society - your support helps us tell
the stories and preserve the history of our
community

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
(@jhshartford) to keep up with all the news
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Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford
333 Bloomfield Ave.
West Hartford CT 06117

NEW ONLINE EXHIBITION
Visit the Online Exhibits tab
on our website and take a
scroll through our interactive
map of greater Hartford’s
synagogues for a reminder of
how they have changed over
time. Historic or current
photos accompany the
descriptions of each
congregation.
As you scroll through the
photos and information, the
map will show you where the
synagogue was originally
located and where it moved.

