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SHALOM - I want to share a special experience that is available to you as 
members and friends. It is a special experience that most of our 
members and friends have never participated in. Yet it is probably the 
most important aspect of what we do at the Jewish Historical Society of 
Greater Hartford. What is this special experience? 

Think about the first time you came to one of our programs or exhibits, 
perhaps it was The Legacy of Jews in New Britain, The Wedding Dress 
exhibit or attending the pickling workshop this past winter. Think about 
your favorite JHSGH program, perhaps our Bike/Bus Tour of Jewish 
Hartford, Jews in Baseball or our recent spectacular Jewish Women of Connecticut, the 
Trailblazer exhibit. It is likely your experience was like mine, 
“What an incredible program/exhibit, I want to do more of what JHSGH does!”  

While our incredible programs and exhibits will continue to flourish and reach new 
audiences, in this column I want to focus on the other significant aspect of our beloved 
organization: our Archives. Simply stated, our mission since 1971 as the “only organization in 
Greater Hartford solely dedicated to the preservation and documentation of Jewish life in 
Greater Hartford… (has been) dedicated to collecting, preserving and exhibiting historical, 
political, economic, social and religious documents, photographs, memorabilia and oral 
histories as it relates to the Jewish community of Greater Hartford.”  

The special experience that I would like to offer you is the opportunity to visit our archives in 
person! 

As many of you know, we are located alongside Federation and Jewish Family Services in 
the Community Services Building at 333 Bloomfield Ave next to the Mandell JCC and open 
most days from 9:30-4:30. When you arrive at the front door, use the telephone to be 
buzzed in to begin your journey. Our friendly and very dedicated staff will be very happy to 
greet you: Interim Executive Director, Risa Filkoff, Archivist. Leah Early and Program 
Administrator, Lynn Newman. With their guidance, you are ready to unlock a journey to 
Jewish Hartford’s past by looking carefully at a collection in our archives: perhaps clippings 
from the Jewish Ledger, long-time photographs from stage productions at the JCC, 
mementoes from G. Fox and Co., biographical information about Hartford area luminaries 
such as Sophie Tucker, Annie Fisher, Abraham Ribicoff or Rabbi Hans Bodenheimer and 
archives remembering synagogues that only exist now in our memories such as Chevry 
Lomday MIshnayes, Agudas Achim, Beth Ahm, Beth Hillel of Bloomfield and Beth El of 
Torrington. In addition, we also have hundreds of oral histories at our fingertips… we literally 
have EVERYTHING!  

Please consider this message to be your invitation to visit us, we want to make sure our 
members and friends feel welcome in using our amazing community resource. The archives 
of the Jewish Historical Society are truly a treasure in our backyard in which our Jewish 
history in the Central Connecticut area is preserved and celebrated. For a preview, explore 
our collection by visiting the JHSGH website and clicking on the Exhibitions tab to find 
online assemblages of Central Connecticut Historic Synagogues, Spiritual Leaders and 
Spiritual Community Life. 

While JHSGH members are welcome to visit our archives for free, there is a small fee for 
non-members. Be aware, our space is not very large and while it is cozy, we are proud to 
carry out our mission to preserve the ever-growing history of the Jewish community in 
Central Connecticut.  

Meanwhile we have a full slate of programs in the coming months that you will read about in 
this bulletin including our customized Slow Roll Bike / Bus Tour of Jewish Hartford! I look 
forward to seeing you in the next few months, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me about 
our organization and remember to generously support the Jewish Historical Society, your 
special place for special experiences. 

Thank you! 
Lance Goldberg, goldbergl@fpsct.org 

mailto:goldbergl@fpsct.org
mailto:goldbergl@fpsct.org
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SPRING 2020 CALENDAR 

 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

 
https://www.facebook.com/jhsghct/ 
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Tuesday, March 10, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.  
JHSGH Board Meeting 
Community Services Building 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 – 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
“How Yiddish Changed America and how 
America Changed Yiddish” Discussion by Josh 
Lambert and Ilan Stavans. Co-sponsored by 
Aleph, University of Connecticut Center for 
Judaic Studies and Hartford European Roots 
Project. Mandell JCC, 335 Bloomfield Avenue, 
West Hartford 

This series is full, we are taking a waiting list 
 
Monday, March 23, 2020 – 7:00 to 9p.m. 
“Discover the Legacy of Jewish Life in Eastern 
Europe” - Mini Course with Professor Sam Kassow 
Community Services Building 

Monday, March 30, 2020 – 7:00 to 9p.m.  
“Discover the Legacy of Jewish Life in Eastern 
Europe” - Mini Course with Professor Sam Kassow 
Community Services Building Thursday, October  

Monday, April 6, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00p.m. 
“Discover the Legacy of Jewish Life in Eastern 
Europe” - Mini Course with Professor Sam Kassow 
Community Services Building 

Monday, April 13, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00p.m.  
“Discover the Legacy of Jewish Life in Eastern 
Europe” - Mini Course with Professor Sam Kassow 
Community Services Building  

Tuesday, April 21, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 
JHSGH Board Meeting 
Community Services Building  

Thursday, April 30, 2020 – 7:00 to 9:00p.m. 
“Stolen Legacy” Book talk by author Dina Gold. 
Co-sponsored with The Emanuel Synagogue and 
Congregation Beth Israel.  
The Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, 
West Hartford  

Sunday, May 3, 2020 – 11:00a.m to 3:00p.m. 
Back to the Old Neighborhoods Bus and Slow 
Roll Bike Tour 
Tours leave from Community Services Building 

Monday, June 29 – 7:00p.m.  
Jewish Historical Society Annual Meeting  
Mandell JCC, 335 Bloomfield Avenue, West 
Hartford  

Sunday, August 9, 2020 – 5:10p.m.  
Yardgoats vs. Trenton Thunder Jewish Heritage 
Night 
Dunkin’ Donuts Park 1214 Main Street, Hartford 

 

To register for our programs, go to: 
www.jhsgh.org and click on the 

EVENTS tab 
For more information, contact  

Lynn Newman, 
lnewman@jewishhartford.org

Each week we welcome 
visitor Harry Davidson, 
CEO of Pyne-Davidson 
Company, a third 
generation locally-
owned print company 
who is responsible for 
printing this newsletter 
for the JHS.

http://www.jhsgh.org
mailto:lnewman@jewishhartford.org
https://www.facebook.com/jhsghct/
http://www.jhsgh.org
mailto:lnewman@jewishhartford.org


SAVE THE DATE!! 
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INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER 

RECENT EVENTS 

WELCOMING OUR NEW MEMBERS 

�6

Professor William Mann and some of his 
students who conducted oral history 
interviews of members of the once-
thriving Jewish community of New Britain.

Dear Society Friends, 

Preserving the history of Greater Hartford by telling the story of Jewish Life, Culture and Contributions! 

 Our strength lies in our reputation, our programs and partnerships, our archives and our strong committed board, 
staff and volunteers.  What you may not know is the age span of all involved crosses over from early thirties to late nineties.  
It is  a rich cross section of people who all have a love for our mission here with the JHS Family. 
In my time here, I have been impressed with the dedication of our weekly volunteers; their reliable attendance, attention to 
detail and enthusiastic desire to work and share what knowledge they have gained.  It is obvious they find their volunteer 
work meaningful and we are very fortunate. 
What you also may not know is how the JHS is reaching students’ lives through programs and partnerships.   
 Since our last newsletter, A local professor from Central CT State University reached out to partner with us on an 
oral history project last semester with his class of students and our director at the time, Estelle. The students toured the JHS, 
learned how to conduct interviews, met with their assigned Jewish interviewees from New Britain and upon completion we 
now possess these wonderful audio oral histories.  The students shared their achievement with pride as they related their 
experience with our staff.  
 Zohar, an educator, with JT Connect is embarking on a project at Beth El with middle schoolers this semester 
regarding family histories as well as the Jewish history of Greater Hartford. We have provided Zohar with helpful resources 
and materials including our oral history booklet.  
Speaking of partnerships, we thank the Jewish Community Foundation and the Mandell JCC for funding our “old reel” film 
project. Thirteen films dating back to the 1940’s have now been digitized.  
Many of our collaborative programs grow out of a relationship with Dr. Avi Patt, Director for Judaic Studies and 
Contemporary Jewish Life at UCONN which you can view in this issue. We are thankful for this partnership!  
 Whether we are highlighting a new exhibit, showing a historical movie, running a pickle making workshop, Back to 
the Neighborhood bike tour and  a bus tour or a  lecture series with Professor Sam Kassow, you will see that the JHS is 
serving and will focus on serving people of all ages as we stretch ourselves and grow even stronger.   
 As you read through this newsletter, decide what interests you.  Perhaps you want to do some historical research, 
volunteer, share an idea, preserve some archives, or attend a program and bring a friend!  
Your dedication as members is greatly appreciated!  Thank You. 

Warm Regards, 
Risa Filkoff 

Korine and Ronald Ferraro 
Selma Schein 

Nancy Garfinkel 
Barbara Wolfe 

Elizabeth Rose

The JHS co-sponsored a showing of the 
film Pride, Honor and Courage with The 
Emanuel Synagogue, ALEPH, and 
Brandeis National Committee, Hartford 
Chapter. 

Jeffrey Yoskowitz spoke at 
Temple Beth Hillel about his 
cookbook The Gefilte 
Manifesto.



SPRING 2020 THOUGHTFUL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Heritage Society 
Louis and Trudy Brown 
Zachs Family Foundation 
Preservation Society 
Michael and Naomi Cohen 
Carol Lewitt  
Bequests and Grants 
 Andrew Nadler 
General Donations 
A. Susan Peck 
Meher and Richard Shulman 
The Estate of Dr. Alan Schwartz 

In Honor Of: 
Tobie Katz’s birthday 
By Robert and Phyllis Berman 
The Wedding of Claire Newman and Christopher 
Conroy, daughter of Lynn Newman 
David and Barbara Klau 
In Memory Of: 
Charlotte Bazer 
By Edward and Frances Friedman 
Lynn Nearman 
By Susan and Allan Viner 
Ron Meier 
By Michael and Naomi Cohen 
Rabbi and Mrs. Hans Bodenheimer 
By Dr. and Mrs. Louis Brown 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR ROCK AND ROLL PATRONS! 
Ann and David Brandwein 
Edward Cramer 
David and Sheila Diamond 
Deborah and Lance Goldberg 

Barbara Gordon 
Abbey Kreinik 
Ellen and Mark Lescher 
Joann Suppin 

Ruthan Wein 
Susie Namerow 
Sandra and Marshall Rulnick 

ESTELLE THANKS THE FOLLOWING DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ESTELLE KAFER ORAL HISTORY FUND 

Amy Belsky 
Jai & Shuli Berger 
Bruce & Susan Bergman 
Phyllis & Robert Berman  
Leland & Paula 
Bradbard 
Bea & Gordon Brodie 
David & Barbara Brown 
David & Sheila 
Diamond 
Joy Dorin  
Paul Echtenkamp  
Emmy Fast 
Risa & Roy Filkoff 

Joan & Daniel Fine 
Michael Fishman  
Susan Fried 
Annette & Seymour 
Gavens 
Susan & Paul Goldberg 
Phil Handler 
Betty Hoffman 
Louise Kaufman 
Steve & Debbie 
Kleinman 
Allen & Judith Kronick 
Judy Kulick 
Marilyn Lassow  

Beverly & Howard 
Levine 
Paulete Lotstein 
Jeannie Lowrey 
Ona & Tom 
Mastronarde 
Deb Mehlman 
Irma Menschell 
Michalee Merritt 
Jeffrey Mirman 
Bea Mitlak 
Barbara Nair 
Maura Nemirow 
Avra Novarr 

Elliott & Eileen Pollack 
Rosalyn Pomeraniec 
Amy Schoen 
Judy Silver 
Elaine & Howard Smith 
Doreen & Elliot 
Fundiller-Zweig 
Jay Smith 
Barbara Snyder 
Ruth Solomkin 
Susan Viner 
Tracey Wilson 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Contributions are a way of honoring or memorializing an individual, or commemorating an event, while supporting 
the Society. All contributions of $18.00 or more will be acknowledged in our bulletin. To make a donation to the 
JHSGH, please visit our website. www.JHSGH.ORG

http://www.JHSGH.ORG
http://www.JHSGH.ORG


IN MEMORIAM 

FROM OUR ARCHIVIST 
Dear Friends, 

It is an exciting Spring at the JHSGH as we prepare to meet our new Executive Director and look forward 
to the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Society’s founding in the Spring of 2021.  

We contracted with Classic Video Productions to digitize our small collection of 16 mm and 8 mm film, 
and are excited to debut these unique old videos. Dating from the late 1940s and early 1950s, the films 
provide a glimpse into the beginnings of Camp Shalom at the JCC as well as events held at Temple B’nai 
Israel in New Britain. As community members, we hope you may be able to help us identify the people featured in these 
films! 

Another project in the works will focus on the Abraham Goldstein Collection, comprising two boxes of correspondence and 
other materials, much in Yiddish, centered on this important Zionist speaker and fundraiser. Goldstein was a well-respected 
Yiddish orator and major player in the Hartford chapter of Zionists of America. For several years starting in 1942, he 
published his own Yiddish newspaper in Hartford, Die Neie Zeit (The New Times), which we are currently photographing for 
reproductions. We look forward to working with local Yiddish translators to uncover Goldstein’s story and enrich our 
understanding of Hartford’s role in the establishment of the state of Israel.  

As announced in the last Bulletin, we’ve begun to make our digitized oral history interviews available online. These tapes, the 
oldest of which are now over 50 years old, represent one of the most important assets and contributions of the JHSGH to the 
historical record. Beginning in 1968, Society founders, including Emma Cohen, Sadie Klau, and Sylvia Sheketoff, interviewed 
community members to create this unique record of Jewish life in Hartford – taking advantage of the new technology of 
portable cassette tape recorders to capture these stories directly from those who lived them. For years, JHSGH meetings 
featured live interviews with rabbis, politicians, judges, and other prominent community members, often with audience 
questions and answers. Events and lectures were also recorded, creating a record not only of the Jewish community’s 
contributions to Hartford, but of the history of the Society itself. 

One fascinating interview recently digitized is Emma Cohen’s interview of June 5, 1972, with Rabbi Hans Bodenheimer of 
Bloomfield. Rabbi Bodenheimer left Germany in 1939, following Kristallnacht, and in the interview he discusses at length 
Jewish life in Germany as well as his experience with the Nazis. The audio interview is accompanied by a searchable 
transcript. The transcript has been synced to the audio using a tool called the Oral History Metadata Synchronizer (OHMS). 
This allows our users to search the full text of the interview and jump directly to the point in the interview where a given 
subject is discussed. Follow the link for “Oral Histories” on our website in the “Ongoing Projects” section to find this interview 
and the dozens more already online. It’s a work in progress, so let us know if you encounter any problems and bear with us as 
we learn what works and what doesn’t. 

The Oral History Collection has been used extensively for research by JHSGH staff, students, and scholars over the years, and 
we hope to use the OHMS system to make the interviews available in a searchable online corpus, encouraging their use by a 
new generation of researchers. 
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Ziona Kaplan-Weber



VOLUNTEERS 
We are pleased to highlight in this Bulletin the excellent work of our regular volunteers in the archives. As a community 
organization, we rely on our volunteers to keep things buzzing along, and we hope we provide a fun and interesting – and 
nearly inexhaustible – resource for those willing to give their time to help preserve and make accessible our unique collection 
of Hartford Jewish history.  

John Wyatt has been steadfast in his commitment to helping us with the nuts and bolts of membership renewals and mailing 
campaigns – if you’ve enjoyed our Bulletin over the years you’ve seen the effects of his hard work.  

As she has done for years, Nancy Gordan continues to carefully transcribe our audio oral histories on 
the Dictaphone. For many years these transcriptions have been the primary means of providing access 
to the rich information in the Oral History Collection. Now, as we move to digitize the interview 
recordings, the transcripts play a key role in indexing and structuring access to the audio for 
researchers. 

Eve Schmidt, a longtime volunteer, has also been working hard on our oral history digitization effort. By 
coordinating interview transcripts with audio timestamps, she has created the enhanced and searchable 
transcripts now available for some important oral history interviews on our website. In addition to the 
Rabbi Bodenheimer interview, check out Rabbi Abraham Feldman’s interview online to see this 
enhanced transcript tool in action. 

Eve has also started the big job of integrating into the Jewish War Veterans Collection the large accruals deposited following 
the closing of the Hartford Laurel Post 45 Auxiliary.  

Paula and Leland Bradbard volunteer their time every week, assisting with mailings and 
carefully cataloging our extensive collection of scrapbooks for enhanced researcher 
access, while implementing important conservation measures for these delicate mixed-
media items. They’ve just completed work on a scrapbook documenting the B’nai B’rith, 
constructed in the late 1920s. 

Lisa Plavin has been busy surveying the boxes in the collection 
to flag preservation issues, unusual formats, and opportunities 
for recovering space. We are grateful for her enthusiasm, 
cheerfulness, and willingness to climb up and down the 
stepladder over and over to check every box. Hers is an 
important contribution as it allows us to make new space on the 
shelves, account for necessary supplies, and plan for many future volunteer projects.  

To that end, we are seeking individuals interested in volunteering in the Society archives. Projects will include copying news 
clippings onto acid-free paper, data entry in the digital catalog, and cataloging work with scrapbooks, among other 
possibilities. For volunteers with specialized skills, there is work in translation, digital projects, and initiatives yet unplanned 
that your unique expertise can make possible. Please see the form on the reverse of this page if you’d like to be contacted 
about volunteer projects. 

Sincerely, 
Leah Early, Archivist 
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Paula and Leland Bradbard

Lisa Plavin



JHSGH VOLUNTEER INTEREST FORM 

[     ] Yes, please contact me about volunteer opportunities with the Jewish Historical Society! 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The best way to reach me is: 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone number:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am interested in volunteering  [     ] in person in the JHSGH archives   [     ] remotely  

I am interested in volunteering for approximately _______________ hours per month. 

[     ] I can read languages other than English (circle all that apply): 

Yiddish     Hebrew     Russian     German     Other: ______________________________________ 

I have specialized skills, interests, or expertise (please explain): 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to the JHSGH, 333 Bloomfield Ave. Suite B, West Hartford, CT 06117 
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