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Presidentôs Message 
Dear Fellow Members and Friends,  
 

This has been such an exciting year and I am truly enjoying my increased involvement in the Society. Please take a few  

moments to stop over at the JCC and see our Society window in the hallway leading to the health club. There are a number of 

wonderful events coming this spring. Please support our lawyerôs program in May, which launches our newest historical journal 

and honors the Hartford area legal profession, and is also a major fundraiser for the Society. Donôt miss the Bat Mitzvah exhibit 

and the programs that are being held in conjunction with it. Also, this June, we are co-sponsoring (with the Jewish Federation 

of Greater Hartford) a Jewish Heritage trip to Philadelphia which should be both educational and inspirational.  
 

There are also ongoing projects which are very exciting, such as the Community Outreach Initiative. Our long term goal is to 

assist every community institution and organization in maintaining and preserving their own historical materials, while they 

share their materials for our archives. Weôve always known how important this is, but it was further highlighted recently when 

both The Emanuel Synagogue and the Mandell JCC did research in the archive to find photos and documents for their  

upcoming anniversary celebrations.   
 

I was amazed to learn how much work goes on behind the scenes. Trips, programs and exhibits must be planned months,  

sometimes years in advance, and we work hard to collaborate as much as possible with other organizations so that we reach the 

widest possible audience. We respond to numerous research requests from students, scholars, and filmmakers but we never lose 

sight of our most vital mission ð collecting, preserving and disseminating the history of Hartfordôs Jewish community. Make 

sure you check out our website which has received rave reviews! 
 

I am delighted to welcome our newest members and invite all of you to participate in the many activities that the Society offers. 

Please share this newsletter with family and friends who may not yet be members, and let them know what they are missing! 
 

    With best wishes for a wonderful Pesach. 

         Louise  

S P R I N G  2 0 1 4  CA L E N D A R 
 

Wednesday, March 19, 2014  - 5:30 p.m. 
JHSGH Community Collections Outreach 

Seminar ð Community Services Building 

 

Sunday, March 30, 2014  ï 4:00 p.m. 

Film: The Prime Ministers 

Digiplex Destinations, Bloomfield 

 

Thursday, April 17, 2014  -  2:00 p.m. 
ñRevisiting Our Neighborhoodsò Book  

Discussion 

Avon Public Library 

 

Wednesday, April 23, 2014  - 7:00 p.m. 
JHSGH Board Meeting 

Community Services Building 

 

Monday, April 7, 2014 

ñBat Mitzvah Comes of Ageò Exhibit Opens 

Mandell JCC Chase Family Gallery 

 

Thursday, April 24, 2014  - 7:00 p.m. 
Bat Mitzvah EventðòToday I Am a Womanò 

Mandell JCC Chase Family Gallery 

 

Sunday, April 27, 2014 ï 9:30 a.m.  

and 1:30 p.m. 
Jewish Hartford Bus Tour 

Leaves from Community Service Building 

 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014  ï 1:30 p.m. 
University of Hartford Presidentôs College  

Series: History of Jewish Hartford 

See bulletin article for more details 

 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014  - 6:30 p.m. 

ñA Brief Look Back; A Hundred Years of  

Jewish Legal History in Hartfordò 

Tumblebrook Country Club, Bloomfield 

 

Thursday, May 22, 2014  - 7:00 p.m. 

JHSGH Board Meeting 

Community Service Building 

 

Thursday, May 29, 2014  ï 7:00 p.m. 

Multi-Cultural Coming of Age Program 

Mandell JCC Adult Senior Lounge 

 

Friday , June 6 - Sunday, June 8, 2014 
Jewish Heritage Trip to Philadelphia,  

including visit to National Museum of Jewish  

History 

 

Tuesday, June  24, 2014  - 7:00 p.m. 
 JHSGH Annual Meeting at the Mandell  

Jewish Community Center 

We want your  

E-MAIL  

ADDRESS !!! 
 

The Societyôs bulletin comes out 

twice a year and is filled with  

information about upcoming  

programs and events, but e-mail is 

a very efficient and cost-effective 

way for the Society to keep you 

informed throughout the year 

about new activities being added 

to the Societyôs busy calendar. If 

you havenôt been receiving e-mails 

from us, itôs because we donôt 

have your address. Send it to:  

bbrodie@jewishhartford.org  

mailto:bbrodie@jewishhartford.org


PROGRAM:  

STORIES FROM BAT  

MITZVAHS AROUND THE 

WORLD 
 

Thursday, April 24 2014, 7:00 p.m. 

Mandell Jewish Community  

Center 
335 Bloomfield Ave., West Hartford 

 

     Barbara Vinick, co-author of  

Today I am A Woman: Stories of 

Bat Mitzvah Around the World 

will be our guest speaker on 

Thursday, April 24, 2014 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Mandell JCC. She will 

speak about the history of the bat 

mitzvah, as well as the ways in 

which this rite of passage are  

celebrated in different countries. 

Her talk will be followed by an 

open discussion where you will 

have an opportunity to share your 

own bat mitzvah memories.  
 

     Ms. Vinick has a Ph.D. in  

Sociology from Boston University 

and has conducted post-doctoral  

research at Harvard. She edited  

Estherôs Legacy: Celebrating  

Purim Around the World at the 

Hadassah-Brandeis Institute. She  

is also secretary of Kulanu (ñAll  

of Usô in Hebrew) an organization 

that helps isolated and emerging 

Jewish communities around the 

world. 

HISTORIC  

SYNAGOGUES OF HARTFORD 
 

If you havenôt already 

taken a look at our 

new on-line exhibit,  

Historic Synagogues 

of Hartford, go to our 

website, 

www.jhsgh.org and click on the title, which 

will link you to the exhibit. There, youôll find  

photos and information about historic  

synagogues, religious leaders and communal 

life, as well as a timeline. There is also a  

listing of additional resources and present 

day synagogues. Developed by the Societyôs  

archivist, Greg Farr, it is a fascinating  

journey into Hartfordôs past. 


