Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford

Guide to the Collections

| ntroduction

This guideis an introduction to the archives and manuscript collections at the Jewish Higtoricd
Society of Greater Hartford. The guide features a brief description of each collection of
materias for which we have at least one fourth of acubic foot of documents. Therefore, the
guide does not list each and every organization, synagogue, or family of note in the Greater
Hartford area. Those smdler callections for which we have only afew folders are grouped
together in vertical filesin aphabetical order.

Each guide entry contains the name of the collection, the approximeate Size of the collection,
highlights of the organization or family's history to help researchers put the collection in context,
and information on the collection’s strengths or weaknesses for research. When an organization
has existed through several name changes, the name given to the document collection for that
organization is generdly the most recent name by which the organization is known. For

example, the Hebrew Old People's Home documents are part of the Hebrew Home and Hospital
Collection. The sze of each collection is given in Sandard archival measurement units such as
cubic fest.

Because the Jewish Historicad Society of Greater Hartford receives new materials on aregular
bas's, researchers should call the Director if in doubt about whether we have information that

will meet specific research needs. We currently have inventories for each of the collections

listed here and are building a computerized index to topics and names. In the future, the Society
will dso have aweb ste featuring our finding ads on-line. Researchers are dways welcome to
use these collections, but we urge you to cal usfirg to arrange an gppointment for your research.
You must use dl materids on the Historica Society premises and must abide by standard
archiva rulesfor use. The Jewish Higtorica Society of Greater Hartford holds the ownership
rightsto its materids, and dl publication must be cleared with the Director, with the Society
appropriately credited in the publication.
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Agudas Achim, Congregation (West Hartford)
2 1/2 cubic feet

Congregation Agudas Achim Anshe Sfard was founded in 1887 to provide members, primarily
immigrants from Romania, with the "minhag Sefard.”" It was dso known as the "Romanische
Shul." Agudas Achim's earliest rabbi was I saac Hurewitz who concurrently served this and
severd other congregations from the time of hisarriva in Hartford in 1893 until hisdeeth in

1935. Inthe early years, the mgority of the congregation's members were "extremey poor” and
they met in the homes of members. In 1900, however, they were able to acquire alot with a
house on it on Market Street. 1n 1928, responding to the growth of the Jewish community and its
movement to the north, the congregation moved to Greenfield Street. Then, again responding to
a population shift to the west, Agudas Achim moved into its current synagogue building in West
Hartford in 19609.

Another important figure in the history of Agudas Achim is Rabbi Abraham AvRutick who led
the congregation for thirty-six years, beginning in 1946, and who aso served as presdent of the
Rabbinica Council of Americain 1962. Along with the move to the suburbs, the gppointment of
Rabbi AvRutick represented the continuing evolution of the congregation from a very traditiond
East European group to an American orthodox community. Although this collection does not
contain alarge run of records for any particular facet of its history, it gives awel-rounded view
of congregationd activities and history.

American Coal Company
2 cubic feet

The American Coa Company was founded in 1908 by Ekehile Sheketoff, an immigrant from
Kiev, and his sons Charles and Maurice. The company eventudly expanded its line to gasoline
and ail products for automobiles, becoming the largest independent petroleum distributor in
Hartford. 1n 1947, it dso acquired twenty-sx Cities Service gas sations in the Hartford area.
Circa 1955, the company changed its name to Automatic Comfort. All of these holdings,
including the red estate, were sold by the family in the early 1990s. This collection contains
clippings related to the history of the American Coa Company, records of stock issued by the
company, and many examples of its advertisng. There are no comprehensive financia records
or minutes.

American Jewish Congress
1 cubic foot

The American Jewish Congress was founded in 1918 in response to Jewish concerns arising out
of WWI. Its missons were to fight racism and discrimination and to provide avehicle for
Zionism. The Hartford chapter was founded in the same year. They saw themsdvesasa
collective, "a permanent body of Jewish organizations, to carry out the work of the [Clongressin
thisaty...," with delegates from the other Jewish groupsin town. The Women's Divison was
formed in 1943. The American Jewish Congressis important for itsinterracid and interfaith
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activities, "Americanization” related issues, and its work in fostering Jewish identity. This
collection isfairly complete for only a small window of time around the 1950s.

American Medical Center at Denver/Jewish Consumptives Relief Society
1/2 cubic foot

Thelocd chepter of the Jewish Consumptives Relief Society was probably founded circa 1921
to ad the funding of the smdll-but-growing hospita facility built in Denver in 1904. Despite the
name, this hospital provided free treetment for indigent patients of dl creeds. Activities of the
local group, which spun off severa auxiliaries for men, women, and juniors, were dl centered on
fundraisng. Although this collection istoo smdl to provide more than generd historical
materials for the group, there are documents of interest to researchers of women's activities and
fundraisng roles.

Bess|srad, Congregation (Hartford)
1 cubic foot

Little is known at this point about the history of Bess Isradl. It was established in 1918. In 1923,
it was located at 92 Barbour Street and became known as the "Barbour Street Shul.” In 1966, the
congregation sold 92 Barbour Street and moved to 96 Hebron Street. The year in which the
congregation disbanded is unknown. The strength of this collection isthe run of minutes from

1929 to 1958, but the weakness of the collection is that dmost al of the records arein Yiddish.

Beth David Synagogue (West Hartford)
3/4 cubic foot

Beth David Synagogue began in 1943 when a group of parentsin West Hartford met to establish
ardigious schoal for their children and to conduct High Holiday services. The following yeer,
the congregation purchased a house a the corner of Farmington Avenue and Dover Road and
enlarged it to enable services to be held there, establishing it as the first Orthodox congregation
in West Hartford. Inits early years, the congregation used the name "West Hartford Jewish
Center." In 1946, Rabbi William Cohen was hired; he officiated for five decades. He joined
with other local Orthodox rabbis to form the Hartford Ingtitute for Jewish Studies. Much of the
current synagogue was completed on the Site of the origina house in 1954; the sanctuary was
added and dedicated in 1968. 1n 1993, Teferes Israel of Bloomfield merged with Beth David.
The strongest portion of this collection is the record of Sisterhood activities over the course of
more than three decades. Otherwise, the collection is comprised primarily of information on
milestones in the hitory of the congregation.

Beth El Temple (West Hartford)
1 /2 cubic feet
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Beth El is a Consarvative synagogue founded in 1953. The founders were originaly members of
Emanud Synagogue when it was located in Hartford. During the 1950s, many younger members
of Emanud moved west to the suburbs, especialy to West Hartford. They wanted Emanud to
move west, as well, but older members of the congregation, remembering the hard work
involved in gathering the money for the large Emanud facility on Woodland Street, declined.
Consequently, the West Hartford residents established Beth El, maintaining cordia and
cooperdive reations with Emanuel. The Beth El congregation congtructed its auditorium and
school in 1956, followed by the large sanctuary in 1963. Beth El'sfirgt rabbi, Stanley Keder,
led the congregation for nearly forty years. This collection contains useful information on
milestones in the history of the congregation but rdaively little depth.

Beth Hille Synagogue (Bloomfield)
2 1/2 cubic feet

Beth Hilld Synagogue in Bloomfield is the result of amerger of two congregations, Beth
Sholom (of Hartford) and Beth Hillel (of Bloomfield), in 1969. Beth Sholom began asa smdl
Orthodox congregation cdled the Blue Hills Synagogue or the Blue Hills Congregation Kehilath
Isradl in 1950. As new members joined, the congregation switched to Conservative effiliation
and re-named itsdf Beth Sholom. Beth Hilld began in 1952 when a group of new Bloomfield
Jewish residents sarted the Bloomfield Jewish Community Center. In 1955, the congregation
re-named itsalf Beth Hillel and affiliated with the Conservative movement. In 1966, Beth Hilld
moved to its current building on Wintonbury Avenue. The strongest portion of this collection is
the early newdetters (late 1950s to 1980) of Beth Hillel. Otherwise, the collection contains
useful information on milestones in the history of the congregetion but relatively little depth.

Beth Isradl, Congregation (West Hartford)
1 1/2 cubic feet

Congregation Beth Isradl is the oldest congregation in Hartford and one of the two oldest
congregationsin Connecticut. The precise date of founding is unknown and has been celebrated
as both 1843, the year that Jews were first dlowed to form congregationsin this Sate, and as
1847, the date of the first written evidence of the congregation's existence. Beth Israel was
founded by German Jews as an Orthodox congregation. In 1876, the congregation erected the
first synagogue building in Connecticut built especialy for that purpose on Charter Oak Avenue
in Hartford. Two years later Beth Israel joined the Reform movement's Union of American
Hebrew Congregations. With the westward movement of the Jewish population, the current
building in West Hartford was dedicated in 1936.

Mention should be made of Beth Isradl's distinguished rabbi, Abraham J. Feldman, who served
from 1925 until retirement in 1968. Rabbi Feldman occupied a podition of nationa prominence
in the Reform movement and helped to lead changes in the movement, most notably the Reform
view of Zionism. (See aso the Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman Collection.)
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This collection provides useful basic information on congregation milestones and key figures but
does not contain in-depth data for research.  Additiona information on this congregation may be
found in the Congregation Beth Isradl archives at its synagogue in West Hartford.

Beth Sholom, Temple (Manchester)
1 cubic foot

Beth Sholom Synagogue, a Conservative congregation in Manchester, was founded in 1937. Its
origins may be found in the Manchester Jewish Community Club, a socid group founded in
1935. The Club dishanded in 1937, and the congregation was founded immediately theresfter.
Thefirst synagogue, at the corner of Myrtle and Linden Streets, was completed in 1940. A
school building was added in 1946. In order to accommodate the growing congregetion, the
present synagogue building on East Middle Turnpike was congtructed in 1963. This collection
contains an excellent run of newdetters from the late 1960s to the present, as well as generd
information on other activities of the congregation.

B'nai B'rith
2 1/2 cubic feet plus 3 large scrapbooks

B'nal B'rith Ararat Lodge #13 of Hartford, founded in 1851, is considered the oldest
continuoudy existing chapter of B'nal B'rith in the world. Founded as afraternd and
philanthropic organization by the German Jews of Hartford, it was the center of the early cultura
and socid life of the community. Moreimportantly, it provided vita sck and death benefitsto
members and their families and gave charity when non-Jewish crisesrose, aswell. Although
most of the early members were congregants of Beth Isradl, the organization aso provided an
opportunity for non-practicing Jews in the community to maintain their Jewish identity. In more
recent years, the organization has continued its promotion of Jewish identity through sponsorship
of socid organizations for youths, induding Hillel chapters a loca colleges and universties, and
sponsorship of Holocaust commemoration programs. The Ararat Lodge #13 and its spin-offs
and auxiliaries are important windows on the culturd assmilation of the Jewish community and
on the relaions between the early German Jews and the later East European immigrants.
Unfortunately, early minutes of the chapter were transferred to netiona headquarters, and policy
documents are sparse. The best documented part of the collection isthe "Woman of the Y ear”
award sdlection by the Ararat Chapter which is useful in the sudy of interracid and interfaith
activities.

B'nai Isradl, Temple (New Britain)
1/2 cubic foot

Congregation B'nai Isradl, a Conservative congregation in New Britain, was originaly founded

in 1896 as an Orthodox congregation called Achenu B'nal Isragl. 1n 1903, the congregation was
able to purchaseitsfird building, the former Swedish Evangelicd Church a the corner of ElIm
and Chestnut Streets. Finding that the traditiona Yiddish-spesking rabbis that it hired for
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holidays did not attract young people, the congregation hired a Jewish Theologica Seminary-
trained rabbi in 1919 to conduct Shabbat services. However, they did not formally affiliate with
the Conservative movement until 1925 or 1926, at which time some members seceded to form
Tephereth Isragl. The current synagogue on Main Street was built in 1940. This collectionis
primarily useful for documenting the milestones of the congregation.

Chabad
1/4 cubic foot

The Chabad Center in West Hartford was organized in 1977 by Rabbi Joseph Gopin. Itisan
outreach program of the Lubavitch movement. A house on Farmington Avenue was acquired in
1980, and the present facility on Albany Avenue was built in 1988. As part of its educationd
activities, the center created a children's summer camp, Gan Isradl. Activities which have spun
off from the West Hartford center include Chabad of the VValey in Avon and aday school in
Avon. Mogt of this collection is comprised of documentation of recent educationa and social
activities.

Chase Family
1/4 cubic foot

David Chase, born David Cidsain 1929 in Kielce, Poland, is an outstanding representative of
the Holocaust survivors who came penniless to this country and made their way successtully in
their new homeland. Trying his hand & a number of educationa opportunities and businesses,
Chase ultimately created a business empire in real estate development and communications.
Chasd's wife Rhoda and their children are dso partnersin the family businesses. The entire
family has distinguished itsdf for its community philanthropy. Thissmdl collection is
comprised of news clippings that document some of these business interests and charitable
endeavors and an ord higtory interview.

Chesed Shel Emeth
2 cubic feet

Chesed Shel Emeth was aso known as the Hebrew Funerad Home Association. 1t was founded
in 1900 and purchased land for a cemetery on Mahl Avenue around 1905. It maintained a
funerd chapd and provided the necessary detalls of burids for the community. The Association
dissolved around 1987. The collection contains minutes running from 1904 to 1986 (with a gap
from 1953-1962); amogt dl of theserecordsarein Yiddish. There are dso substantia runs of
financid records and various types of materidsthat list the burids.

Chesed Shel Emeth Auxiliary
1/2 cubic foot
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The Chesed Shd Emeth Auxiliary, organized in 1914, was aso known as the Independent
Ladies Chesed Shel Emeth Society, the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society, and Hachnoses (or
Achnoss) Orchim. One of its duties was to maintain the funeral chapd of the Chesed Shel
Emeth, but it dso took onthe duty of providing appropriate food and lodging for trangent Jews
plus clothing and help with employment if they were destitute. By 1921 it had raised the funds
necessary to purchase part of a house and soon incorporated itself as the Hebrew Ladies
Shdtering Home. The group maintained a house for trangent lodging until 1969 and findly
dishanded in 1976. At thistime, the organization began to provide scholarships to Jewish
college and graduate sudents. This collection supplies information on the role of women in
providing community services and on the changing nature of the provison of socid servicesin
the 1960s and after. It is comprised mostly of minutes and financid journas from the 1960s and
1970s.

Chevry Lomday Mishnayes, Congregation (Hartford)
1/2 cubic foot

Congregation Chevry Lomday Mishnayes was founded in 1918 by a group of East European and
Russian immigrants under the name of Chevre Mishnayos of Hartford (roughly trandated as
Fellowship of the Mishnah). After seven years with no permanent home, they built ashul on
Bedford Street. In 1934, the congregation re-incorporated under the name Congregation Chevry
Lomday Mishnayes (roughly trandated as Fellow Students of the Mishnah). In responseto the
mass movement of the Jewish population to the northwest part of Hartford and to West Hartford,
the congregation purchased the Young Isradl shul a 191 Westbourne Parkway in 1964. By
1983, however, attendance declined so much that the congregation merged with Teferes |sradl.
This collection contains important information on the turning points and generd nature of the
congregation, but it lacks materid that would provide an interna view of the policy-making or
activities of the shul.

Cohen, Esher Sma
1/4 cubic foot

Esther Sima Cohen (b. 1913) is an artist and teacher who worked in ceramicsin both New Y ork
City and Connecticut. She learned pottery as a child at the Henry Street Pottery, part of the
Settlement system of neighborhood centers. Following her training a New Y ork University,
Cohen taught at the Lenox Hill Pottery, another settlement, and at her own studio, The Pottery
Workshop.

From 1949 to 1978, Cohen taught art at Willimantic State Teachers College, now Eastern
Connecticut State College. Cohen was sdlected for Who's Who in World Jewry, Who's Who in
American Art, American Jews. Their Lives and Achievements and severa other directories. She
exhibited in many showsincluding the 1940 World's Fair and juried shows a Cooper Union and

the Metropolitan Museum of Art. In addition to documenting Cohen's career, this collection
documents some of the work of the settlementsin New Y ork and their interaction with

neighborhood resdents.
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Cohen, Dr. MorrisN. and Emma P.
1/2 cubic foot

Morris Cohen (1898-1988) was born in Poland, and arrived in the United Statesin 1900. He
became a dentist and entered public service by establishing afree dental care program for the
Bloomfield School system. He became active in town politics and eventudly was elected to the
State Assembly where he sponsored a variety of hedth-reated inquiries and legidation,
including containment of hospita codts, the right to "die with dignity,” the banning of public
smoking, and water fluoridation. His most visible project is sponsorship of the University of
Connecticut Hedlth Center. Emma Perlstein Cohen (b. 1904 in Hartford) owned a bookstore and
was afounder of the Jewish Higtorica Society of Gregter Hartford. She was active in many
organizations, especialy the American Jewish Congress. This collection conssts primarily of
Morris Cohen's legidative files, especialy those related to the UConn Health Center and the
controversies surrounding its establishment. Thereisaso arather comprehensive Perlgtein

family genedlogy.

Community Relations Committee/Council of the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford
7 cubic feet

The Community Relations Council (CRC) originated as the Community Affairs Committee of

the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford in 1945. Itstask was to watch for anti-Semitiamin the
community, but it gradudly expanded its purview. With the name change in the early 1950sto
the Community Relations Committee, the CRC took an interest in pregjudicein al sectors of the
loca community. It aso developed policy on locd Jewish response to generd issues and
promoted advocacy on Isradl's behdf. Today, the CRC continues its work as the public affairs
arm of the Federation, representing the Jewish community and encouraging "awareness and
consensus within the Jewish community.” This collection is comprised of background

information on various groups or movements that challenge Jewish interests and CRC press
releases and information on its programs and projects.

Congregation Agudas Achim -- See Agudas Achim

Congregation Bess | srael -- See Bess | srael

Congregation Beth | sra€l -- see Beth | srael

Congregation Chevry Lomday Mishnayes-- See Chevry Lomday Mishnayes

Education Vertical File
4 cubic feet

In addition to the Hartford Y eshivalHebrew Academy Collection and the Midrasha Collection
described esewhere, the HSGH holds lesser amounts of materid on avariety of other

educationd inditutions. These include two other Jewish day schools (Solomon Schechter Day
School and Hebrew High School), early Tamud-Torahs, supplementa Jewish schools such as
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Yachad, loca colleges and universities that have Hillel Societies, and loca organizations which
provide Jewish learning to adult audiences. This collection aso includes materids from the
Hartford public schools that educated large numbers of Jewish students.

Emanud Synagogue (West Hartford)
6 cubic feet

Founded in 1919 as B'nai Isradl, Emanuel was the first congregation in Connecticut to be
edtablished as a Conservative congregation. Throughout its history it was served by outstanding
leaders, including Rabbi Morris Silverman who became a nationdly known leeder in the
Conservative movement during histhirty-eight years at Emanud, and Cantor Arthur Koret who
became a nationd figure in Jewish liturgical music. In 1962, Emanuel became the first
Conservative congregation in the nation to dter its congtitution to alow the eection of women to
its Board of Trustees.

Emanud Synagogue is dso interesting because of the difficultiesit faced as many members
moved out of the city into the suburbs. Asthe only locd Conservative synagogue, Emanuel had
grown very rapidly. By the 1950s, many of its members were younger familiesliving in West
Hartford. Asacompromise for parents who had to drive their children to Hartford for religious
school, the congregation began planning for a school and auditorium in West Hartford.
Discouraged by the lack of plans for amove of the sanctuary, a group of Emanud members
formed their own Conservetive congregation, Beth El, in West Hartford in 1953.

Within two years of the establishment of Beth El, however, the mgority of Emanuel congregants
came to see the necessity of moving to West Hartford where most of the congregation now lived,
and anew synagogue building was completed in West Hartford in 1959.

The strengths of this collection include the minutes of the congregation from 1920 to 1953
(except for a gap between 1936 and 1948), alarge collection of materias on the activities of the
Brotherhood and Sisterhood over the decades, and agood genera collection of higtorical
materids on nearly dl aspects of the synagogue.

Farband Labor Zionis Order
1/2 cubic foot

In 1914, the Hartford Branch of the Jewish Nationd Labor Alliance was formed as afraterna
organization providing insurance and other benefits to its members. It later took the name of
Farband Labor Zionist Order #61. Together with other labor Zionist organizations, the Farband
raised funds to supply Paestine with tools and to support Histadrut indtitutions. It also co-
sponsored many lectures by famous Zionist leaders and programs on palitics and Jewish and
Yiddish culture. Mogt of the records in this collection date from recent decades; it is not
complete enough to enable a study of the organization but would support research on fraternal
groups and Zionism.
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Farming
2 1/2 cubic feet

This research collection reflects Jewish agriculturd effortsin Connecticut, ranging from smal
immigrant farms in centra Connecticut supported by the Baron de Hirsh Fund to tobacco farms
owned by established familiesin Hartford. The materids include copies of American Jewish
Historical Society records for the Baron de Hirsh Fund, records of the Connecticut Historica
Commission survey of Jewish farming communities, and data collected by the Jewish Higtorica
Society of Greater Hartford on farms and boarding houses in Colchester and eastern Connecticut.
There are dso photographs and ora histories of Jewish farming familiesin Connecticut.

Fedman, Abraham J.
1/4 cubic foot

Abraham Jehiel Feldman, (1893-1977) was one of the leading Reform rabbisin the country. He
received his ordination from Hebrew Union College and served for two years under Rabbi
Stephen S. Wise. Following that, Feldman became the assistant of Joseph Krauskopf for five
yearsin Philadelphia. Rabbi Feldman commented on the influences of these two extremely
prominent rabbis who were so different in approach. From Wise, he learned about using the
pulpit as a"completely free forum™ for the rabbi to espouse whatever views he held without
control from the congregation. Under Krauskopf, he learned from a master the skillsfor building
and maintaining a congregation.

Feldman was selected in 1925 to lead a Beth Isradl in Hartford. He was an ardent Zionist and

spoke out on the matter from the Beth Isragl pulpit to his non-Zionist congregation. During the

next few decades, Feldman was not able to convert many of his congregants to Zionism, but he
did neutrdize opinion and prevent them from joining anti- Zionist groups. As Feldman acquired

anationa reputation as amgor leeder of Reform Judaism, he played aleading role in changing

the generd attitude about Zionism among Reform |eaders nationdly.

Rabbi Feldman was a prolific author of numerous books and articles and in 1929 co-founded the
Jewish Ledger which he edited for forty-eight years. Rabbi Feldman was dso very activein the
loca secular community, especidly in building interfaith relations. Thisisfar too smdl a
collection to provide an in-depth look at Rabbi Feldman's life and profession, but, together with
materid in the Beth Israd Collection, it provides ingght into his relationship with the non

Jewish community.

First Hebrew Ladies Free Loan Association
1/2 cubic foot

Littleis know about this group; no records have surfaced from its early years. A noteinthe

collection indicates that the group was probably founded in 1904 and disbanded in 1967. During
its later years, most of the activity seemsto have centered on making small loansto relatives of
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the group's members and making charitable donations to loca Jewish organizations. Although
not useful as a primary research topic, these records may offer supporting information to anyone
studying the rise and decline of such fraterna aid groups.

Fisher, Annie
1 cubic foot

Annie Fisher (1883-1968) devoted her life to public school education in Hartford, indituting
many reforms amed a aiding immigrant children. Although a graduate of Wedeyan Universty
and better educated than the mgjority of teachers, Fisher had to start at the bottom of the scale
and recaived her firg full-time position at Barnard School only because she could speek the
language of the large immigrant population there. Redlizing that students of vestly different ages
were being put in class together without testing or specia help, Fisher evauated sudents and
designed programs that fit their skills. To meet specid needs, she created a work-study program,
a student banking program, mental helth testing, a pre-school, and had the school build showers
for her new twice-weekly shower requirement. Students also received free denta care, free
glasses, and daily cod liver oil. Fisher wrote two English textbooks and introduced
"Americanization” classes. She became Hartford's first female principa and first femae district
superintendent, but had to suffer the prejudices of colleagues who didn't want to accept afemade
or aJew in these pogitions. Gradudly, however, she won many reforms for both femae teachers
and teachersin generd. An dementary school in Hartford was named in Fisher'shonor. A
religioudy observant woman, Fisher established the Sisterhood a Emanud and served asitsfirst
presdent. This collection does not have alarge amount of primary source materid, but thereisa
great ded of biographica materiad from organization tributes and news dippings. This

collection isimportant for the sudy of immigrant life, "Americanization” efforts, and women in
leadership roles.

Fox Family (Louis, Jacob L., and Lewis)
2 cubic feet plus 1 cubic foot of artifacts

Louis Fox (dates unknown) was the brother of Gerson and Isaac Fox. All three owned retall
establishments. Gerson and Isaac as partners in what would become G. Fox & Co. in Hartford,
and Louis on his own in Maine and Massachusetts. Louiss son, Jacob L. (1856-1936), joined
Gerson's store and eventualy became vice presdent. He was very active in loca organizations
and philanthropies. Jacob L.'s son, Lewis (1904-1976), chose law as his profession and made the
Hartford community his career. Probably no one esein the history of Hartford has been more
loved or more respected for integrity, idedlism, and citizenship than Lewis Fox. Hisservice
included thirty-seven years on the Hartford Board of Education, the establishment of the Fox
scholarships which have furthered the education of many outstanding locd leaders, forty years as
ateacher a Beth Isradl, and alengthy list of memberships on the boards of loca organizations.
Fox Middle Schoal in Hartford was named for him. The collection has relatively little
correspondence or persond materia but is nevertheess very informative regarding the life of
Lewis Fox. See dso the Fox family photographsin the Fox- Auerbach Family Collection.
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Fox-Auerbach Family
6 cubic fet

In 1847, Gerson Fox (1811-1880), an immigrant from Germany, founded the "fancy goods' store
that eventualy became the largest family-owned retail operation in the country, G. Fox & Co.

He was a member of the German Jewish dlite of the 1840s that was responsible for the passage
of the 1843 petition granting Jews the right to publicly congregeate.

Retailing was dearly the family occupation; many members of the Fox family not only
participated in the business, but dso married into other prominent retailing families. Among the
many family members that participated in the operation of the company were Moses Fox (1850
1938), who rebuilt the store after adisastrousfirein 1917, and his daughter Beatrice Fox
Auerbach (1887-1968), who became aretailing legend during her tenure as president. Her
persond overdght of every detall of the business, from greeting customers to ingpecting every
corner of the store, sent the company to anew level of excellencein service. Y ears later, people
gtill recal stories of extraordinary efforts on the part of the company to please customers and
meet their needs. Thisin turn contributed to the growth of the company into amgor chain.

In addition to business service, the family aso provided exemplary public service. Begtricein
particular wastirdessin her efforts, persondly and financidly, on behdf of the community.
Among her effortsis the Service Bureau for Women's Organizations which provided training and
programming to promote femae leedership in the community.

It is unfortunate that this collection holds few documents from the family or the business, for the
history of this family provides research opportunitiesin severd aress. Theseinclude the study of
German Jewish immigrants and the patterns of their business and socid circles, therole of
women and women's groups in shaping the community, American retailing higtory, private
philanthropy and its role in shaping a community, and the dynamics of the acceptance of an
independent Jewish woman into the top ranks of a very traditiond early 20th century male-
dominated community. At begt, this collection and materids from other collections a the Jewish
Historica Society of Greater Hartford can offer supporting materias for these sudies. The greet
drength of this collection isits family photographs which are extensve. Additiona Begtrice Fox
Auerbach materids may be found a the Connecticut Historical Society.

Free Sonsof Israel Judith Lodge
3/4 cubic foot

Judith Lodge #33 of the Independent Order Free Sons of Isragl was founded in Hartford in 1871.
Similar to other fraternd organizations, its focus appears to have been primarily socid. It dso
digtributed sick benefits and offered insurance to members. The records end in 1938 at the time
of the group's merger with or name change to Benjamin N. Cardozo Lodge #171. The minutes,
dthough there are Sgnificant gaps, cover a gpan of sixty-eight years and are useful

documentation of the nature and concerns of fraternd organizations.
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Garber, M. Delott
1/2 cubic foot

Dr. Meyer Delott Garber (1908-1991) was for severa decades one of Hartford's leadersin
promoting interracia and intercultural understanding. As both professond educator and
volunteer board member of many loca organizations, Garber worked tirdlesdy for the reduction
of "intergroup tensons' locdly and nationdly. Thiswork gppears to have been donein the
context of his Jawishness, incluson of spiritud vauesin public education was one of his

interests. A large part of this collection consists of workbooks for the "Hillyer College (now The
University of Hartford) Workshop in Intergroup Education” in the 1950s. Much of the
remainder conssts of news clippings related to Garber's numerous activities. The materid in this
collection would be useful in support of research on intergroup relaions but would not supply
enough materia for research on Garber himself.

G. Fox & Co.
1/4 cubic foot plus 1/2 cubic foot of artifacts

Founded in 1847 as a"fancy goods' store, the department store chain eventualy known as G.
Fox & Co. became the largest family-owned department store in the country and the preeminent
retail establishment in Hartford. In 1880, the well-known location on Main Street was purchased
and afour-gtory building congtructed. 1n 1917, an deventory building was built there that
embodied the mgor changesiin retail shopping that were occurring in America. Unlike the old-
fashioned store that one did not enter without a purpose, where merchandise was hidden in
cupboards until the clerk brought it out, this new store offered many new services especidly for
these women who now shopped as much for entertainment as for the accomplishment of an
errand.

The founder's grand- daughter Bestrice Fox Auerbach, who had joined the store in 1927 at the
death of her husband, took over its leadership in 1938. She expanded both the store and its
offerings to the shopper and set extraordinary new standards for service to customers. 1n 1965,
G. Fox & Co. was sold to the May Company, and in 1992, the May Cao. retired the G. Fox name
after 117 years of service and converted those storesto Filene's. This collection is comprised
primarily of secondary source materia.

Goldstein, Abraham
1 cubic foot

Abraham Goldstein (1893-1953) was a very gifted leader and orator who devoted histaentsto
the promotion of Zionism. After arriving from Russain 1918, he joined with Zionigsin
Brooklyn and was sent the following year to Hartford as Director of the Connecticut Zionist
Bureau for the Zionigt Organization of America (ZOA). Through his naturd taents and vists by
very prominent Zionigts, local ZOA membership grew quickly. Although afew years later
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Goldgtein chose to become a (highly successful) insurance agent, he continued his activities on
behdf of Zionism, earning high level pogitionsin mgor nationd organizations and the friendship
and deep respect of the organization leaders.

Goldstein dso published widdy, especidly in Yiddish. In addition to publishing hisown
Yiddish monthly and abook on fishing, he contributed numerous letters, articles, and columnsto
nationd publications.

This collection is an essentid primary resource for anyone sudying Zionism. It gives a behind-
the-scenes look a the ZOA and other Zionist organizations and the sense of excitement that must
have permeated the Zionist world during the period in which Goldstein worked. Goldgeinis
a0 an interesting figure worth biographica study. The collection features correspondence
received by Goldgtein. Perhapsforty per cent of the collectionisin Yiddish.

Greater Hartford Jewish Community Center
4 1/2 cubic feet

The Hartford Jewish community has been concerned about activities for its youth since the 19th
century. Asearly as 1878, there was a Y oung Men's Hebrew Association, and in 1881, a Y oung
Women's Hebrew Association. Thelocd "Y" groups, however, disbanded in the late 1930s.
Concerned for local youth, B'nai B'rith proposed in 1938 the formation of a community center,
but it was not until 1942 that a Jewish Center Association was organized. Under the sponsorship
of the United Jewish Socid Service and the Community Chest, recregtiona programs were
provided on Vine Street.

In 1948, the Jewish Federation, which had been organized in 1945, purchased a building on
Asylum Avenue for the Community Center. Initidly the Center concentrated on youth

recreation a the Center itsdlf, but gradualy it expanded to a summer camp and activities for
adults of al ages. 1n 1959, with an expanding membership and the westward movement of the
Jewish population, the Community Center began planning for anew home. The current Jewish
Community Center on Bloomfield Avenue was completed in 1962, and an addition was added in
1990.

This collection contains records and photographs of the Jewish Community Center from 1955 to
the present. 1t is strongest in documenting the various socid, recrestiona, and educational
programs that it offers. There are rdatively few minutes or financia records.

Greenberg Family / Coleco
1/4 cubic foot

In 1932, Maurice Greenberg founded the Connecticut Leather Company, awholesae distributor
of shoerepair supplies. In the 1950s, the company expanded into toys. With the move away
from shoe supplies, the company name changed to Coleco and it went public. By the early
1980s, Coleco was known for above-ground pools and video games, but its best-sdller was the
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Cabbage Patch Dall line which set off intense competition among shoppers from 1983 to 1985.
Maurice's sons, Leonard and Arnold, both of whom led the company, left Coleco in the late
1980s and gave their atention to community service and philanthropy at the local and nationd
levels. This collection is comprised of news clippings that document Coleco and some of the
family's many charitable endeavors and an ord history interview.

Hadassah
3/4 cubic foot

Hadassah was origindly founded in 1912 by Henrietta Szold. Appaled by hedth conditions she
saw in atrip to Palestine in 1909, Szold wanted to help raise the health standards there and
develop Jewish lifein the United States. Szold visited Hartford in 1914 and addressed a group of
women here. At some point thereafter (both 1914 and 1918 have been cited as the date), the
Hartford Chapter was founded. Over time, this chapter became one of the largest and most
influentia in the country. Throughout the decades, it has grown and split into severd smaller
chapters, offering aflexibility that has enabled the group to attract awide variety of women. The
primary activity of the chapter isto raise funds for Hadassah projects.

The most complete section of this collection isits newdetters which are fairly complete from
1968 to the present. Thereisaso a set of meeting invitations from the 1930s. Together these
give aview of organization activities over severd decades. Unfortunately, however, there are no
minutes or policy documents.

Hartford Workingmen's Sick Benefit Association
2 cubic feet

The Hartford Workingmen's Sick Benefit Association, which existed from 1896 until the mid
1960s, provided income to members in the event that they were unable to work due to illness and
provided a cemetery for members and their families. Unlike many fraterna organizations that
provided some benefits as a Sddine to primarily socid activities, the Association was created for
the purpose of insuring income and spreading this risk across the pool of members. However,
because the group did consider itsdf afraternity, there were some socid benefits such as gifts for
weddings or milestone anniversaries, and parties were held to raise funds. The Association aso
made charitable donations to other Jewish organizations.

The Hartford Workingmen's Sick Benefit Association was an economic necessity for many
members of the community until the 1940s. With the economic prosperity and changing
working conditions which followed WWII, however, the Association became much less of a
necessity and much more of asocia organization.

This collection offers an excellent opportunity to study the ways in which loca Jaws met
communa needs and the ways in which communa organizations interacted. The complete run
of minutes for forty-seven years (1919-1966) provides data for the study of important socid
changes occurring in America during the 20th century.
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Hartford Yeshiva/ Bessand Paul Sigel Hebrew Academy of Greater Hartford
1 cubic foot

Hartford Y eshiva, founded in 1940 by members of the Orthodox community, was the second
Jewish day school established in New England. It was dso notable as one of the rdatively few
Jewish schoolsin the country that offered girls a Jewish education equd to that of boys.
Although the school was open to children from al branches of Judaism and the secular
curriculum was supervised by the Hartford Board of Education, the Y eshivaimmediatdy
became the center of controversy as critics who favored acculturation branded the school asun-
American" and a perpetuation of ghetto segregation. In response, the Y eshivaingituted a
continuing program of patriotiam to foster "Americanism” among the sudents. To counter
lingering doubts on the part of some critics about the modernity of the school, the Y eshiva
responded by focusing on the quaity of the secular education that the students receive. The
school's history isimportant for the window it offers on the controversy between maintaining
strong Jewish identity versus acculturation into the maingtream. The collection is strongest in
materids that reflect the need for congtant fundraising and in modern documents; there are few
policy documents.

Hebrew Funeral Home Association -- see Chesed Shel Emeth

Hebrew Home and Hospital
1 cubic foot plus 15 framed oversized documents

The Hebrew Home and Hospitd originated in 1898 when women of the Jewish community
banded together as the Hebrew Ladies Sick Benefit Association. By collecting nickels door-to-
door each week, carrying them in their handkerchiefs (hence the name "the handkerchief
brigade"), these women raised enough money by 1907 to purchase alarge home on Wooster
Street to create the Hebrew Old Peoples Home. Decade by decade the Home expanded and
evolved as community needs changed, gradudly producing the modern facility in West Hartford
known as the Hebrew Home and Hospita. The Hebrew Home and Hospitd history offersan
excellent opportunity to study the role of women in community philanthropy, leadership, and the
solution of community problems. Although the JHSGH collection contains reletively little early
Hebrew Home and Hospital materid, its materids from the mid-century and later show the
active role of women in the Home's operation. There are dso materids regarding Sophie
Tucker's fundraising activities on behdf of the Home.

Hebrew Ladies Sheltering Home-- see Chesed Shel Emeth Auxiliary

Hirshberg, Dr. Manud and Beatrice
1/2 cubic foot
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Dr. Manuel Hirshberg (1903-1985) was a pediatrician and epidemiologist in Bloomfield. He
was dso the physician to the Bloomfield Public Schools. He served as president of Mt. Sinai
Hospital. Hiswife Beatrice (1906-1997) was a socia worker and was very activein loca
charities, especialy those for children. This collection would not directly serve as aresearch
topic, but some of its materials could be useful supporting materia for a study of the roles of
women in the 20th century.

Hoffenberg, Samuel
1/2 cubic foot

Samuel Hoffenberg, son of the very respected Orthodox rabbi Cemach Hoffenberg, was a
prominent loca Zionist leader and an active force in creating many communa organizetions. He
founded the Maccabaeans, a Zionist youth group, and later served as head of the locd ZOA
branches. In his concern for the quaity of Jewish life in Hartford, Hoffenberg hel ped to found
and lead locd Jewish community ingditutions such asthe Y eshiva, Mt. Sinai Hospitd, and the
Hebrew Home. He also worked to inspire strict standards of observance when appropriate
through involvement with kashrut Sandards & Mt. Sinai and with the Hartford Mikveh.
Hoffenberg gppears to have had a sgnificant impact on the local community, but this collection
contains only asmal group of his papers. There are documents significant for the study of loca
gtandards of ritua observance, the formation of community "umbrdld’ organizations, and
Zionigm.

Husinsky, Dr. Moses J.
1/4 cubic foot

Dr. Moses J. Husinsky (1867-1927) was a Russan immigrant who graduated from Y ae and
eventualy brought his medica practice to Hartford in 1897. He was a founding physician and
the firgt chairman of the medica gtaff a Mt. Sinal Hospital in 1923. Thissmdl collection
consgs primarily of three manuscripts by Husinsky concerning his interest in aesthetics.

Individuals, Families, and Businesses Vertical File

18 cubic feet

This callection contains the records of locd individuas, families, and businesses for which there
islessthan 1/4 cubic foot of materid per file.

Isradl and Zionism Subject Collection

4 cubic feet

The lsradl and Zionism Subject Collection is comprised of a variety of materids concerned with
Pdegtine in the early 20th century, the crestion of the Sate of Isradl, financid activitiesin
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Hartford in support of the country, and settlement there ("diyah") by locd residents. In essence,
thisisthe vertica file of materidsthat do not fit into the larger established collections of locd
Zionig organizations. Its strengths include fine photographs of familiesthat settled in Israd and
materids on locd residents who were members of Aliyah Bet, Machd, or the Isragli armed
forces.

Jewish Association for Community Living
1/2 cubic foot

The Jewish Association for Community Living (JCL) was founded in 1981 "to develop and
operate community residences for developmentally disabled persons and to promote for them full
integration into community life in every possbleway.” It was an outgrowth of the Committee

on the Developmentally Disabled formed by the Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford in 1979.
Initsfirst year, the JCL was able to obtain three grants that enabled the purchase of alot and the
congruction of ahome in West Hartford for sx developmentally disabled adults. Unfortunately,
there are no minutes or other records that document policy or decision making activities. There
are many news clippings and newdetters that successfully document the growth of the
organization, its auxiliary, and their work.

Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford
30 cubic feet

The earliest root of the modern Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford is found in the local
Hebrew Benevolent Association or Society. The Association described itsdlf in directories as
having been "reorganized” in 1866. It found itsalf epecidly busy in dispensing aid during the
two decades surrounding the turn of the century as members worked to help the new immigrants
arriving from Eagtern Europe. In 1901 the Jewish community began discussons for cresting a
new central, federated agency that would dispense charitable funds, but this agency would not
comeinto being for another decade. In 1912, the United Jewish Charities formaly organized
under the dogan "the greatest good for the largest number with the least waste," and the Hebrew
Benevolent Association was incorporated into it.

Although the purpose of the UJC was to unify fundraising for loca organizations, the UJC spun
off severa groups during the next saverd decadesto achieveitsaims. In the 1930s, it crested
the Hartford Jewish Council to coordinate existing fundraising campaigns among various
inditutions. 1n 1938, the UJC created the Hartford Jewish Welfare Fund to create a unified
fundraising campaign for loca, national, and oversess causes. In 1940, the UJC crested the
Jewish Community Council to address problems facing the local community. Much of UJXC's
work had been involved in providing direct socia services to the community, and in 1940, the
UJC changed its name to United Jewish Socid Service Agency to reflect thisfocus. The Agency
eventudly evolved into Jewish Family Service. (It isinteresting to note that one early
superintendent of the UJC in Hartford was Rebecca Affachiner, 1920-1927, who later became
known as the "Betsy Ross of Isradl” when she flew her home-made Isradli flag in 1948.)
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During the war years, the Jewish Community Council was active through its Army-Navy
Committee, but in 1944 it transferred its assets to the United Service Organization/Jewish War
Board (USO/JWB) Army-Navy Committee. 1n 1945, the Jawish Community Council and the
Hartford Jewish Wefare Fund merged to form the Hartford Jewish Federation. During the next
few decades, Hartford developed a nationd reputation for its philanthropy based upon the high
per capitadonation average. This average was high partidly due to a substantial number of large
giftsfrom local successful businessmen. However, arecession in the 1980s along with the
opening up to Jews of the boards of non-Jewish organizations took their toll on Hartford's
exceptional record.

Jewish War Veterans
3 cubic feet plus 3 cubic feet of artifacts

This collection conssts primarily of records of the local chapters of the Jewish War Veterans of
the United States but also contains accretions of the records of other Jewish military-related
endeavors. The Jewish War Veterans of the United States ("JWV") was founded by Civil War
veterans to counter the perception that Jews had failed to shoulder their duty on either side of the
Civil War. This perception may have perssted; a smilar group formed after the Spanish
American War (and merged with the WV) and each subsequent war provided additional
membership. Hartford Post #45 was founded in 1931 or 1933. Concern for their reputation as
"dackers' led the WV to inditute various programs to combat anti- Semitism in generd. These
included promoation of interfaith relations, patriotism in schools, "Americanization,” and

leadership in aworld-wide boycott of Hitler's government in 1933.

From its origin, the Hartford Post participated not only in fighting anti- Semitism but so in
support of war efforts and veterans needs. War-rdaed fund-raising, vistation of hospitaized
veterans, and advocacy for families of deceased soldiers were dl carried out without regard to
the religious creed of the recipients.

Other military and WWII materidsin this collection document the activities of the loca
Army/Navy Committee of the Hartford Jewish Community Council and the Army/Navy
Committee of the United Service Organization/Jewish War Board. These groups provided
numerous socia and religious activities for soldiers stationed at Bradley Field during WWII.
There are a0 dippings on the war activities of localy-born Jewish soldiers. All of these
materias together provide substantial materid related to WWII, but rdatively little materid for
other wars. Another portion of this collection festures oral histories of women who volunteered
for war-rdaed activitiesin WWII or who served in the military. Their interviewsinclude
materid on difficulties they may have encountered as Jewsin the military.

Kaplan, Louis" Kid"
3 large scrapbooks plus miscellaneous documents and photographs

Louis"Kid" Kaplan (1901 or 1902-1970) was born in Russia. When he was a boy, hisfamily
came to Meriden, CT where hisfather became ajunk dedler. After agrade school education,

Updated as of April 2004, thislist is subject to change



Kaplan entered boxing and had hisfirst professona match at the age of nineteen. He became
boxing's World Featherweight Champion in 1925. He was considered by Ring Record Book to
be one of the ten best featherweights of dl time. In addition to his kill, he became known for
his sportsmanship and integrity, refusing to "throw" matches for money. Retiring undefeated in
1933, Kaplan became an insurance agent under Abraham Goldstein and opened arestaurant in
Hartford. This collection congsts primarily of news clippings covering Kaplan's boxing career.

Kashmann Family
1/4 cubic foot

The Kashmann family were prominent retailers who came origindly from Germany.

Joseph (1850-1917) was ameat market owner. He was married to Henrietta Katzenstein. His
brother 1saac (1858-1933) was a clothing merchant for fifty years and was married to Clara
Kazengtein. This collection is comprised of memorid tributes, autograph books, miscelaneous
clippings, and early family photographs.

Kone, Samud C.
1/2 cubic foot

Samuel C. Kone (1880-1951) didinguished himsdf early in life for hisinteligence, energy,
diligence, ingenuity, and oratorical skills. He worked as an attorney and red estate broker and
donated agreat dedl of time to community and fraternal organizations. Much of his volunteer
work was inspirationd oratory for which he was known throughout New England. One
interesting feature of hiswork was his support of the "Americanization” campaign for
immigrants organized by the Internationd Order of Brith Shdom. The maeridsin this
collection are in poor condition and often undated, but they provide interesting materid from the
1920s regarding the activities of loca organizations and a glimpse of the socid life enjoyed by a
man of comfortable means.

Kopplemann, Herman P.
1/2 cubic foot

Herman P. Kopplemann (1880-1957) was aleading businessman and palitician in Hartford. At
the age of eight, he became a newsboy. He later dropped out of school and became a highly
successful news agent, eventualy becoming the leading distributor of newspapers and magazines
inthe state. At the age of twenty-one, Kopplemann became active in palitics, serving five terms
on the City Council, termsin the State House of Representatives and State Senate, and five terms
inthe U.S. House of Representatives. He was a New Deder who specidized in working for the
improvement of living and working conditions for the poor and working class. Kopplemann was
adso interested in water didribution and diminating water pollution. He served as chair of the
Metropolitan Didtrict Water Commission from 1929-1957. Kopplemann was active in Jewish
commund affars. He served as an officer and board member of Emanuel Synagogue and many
maor organizations and fraternities. Most of the materid in this collection relates to
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Kopplemann's palitica activities, with many dippings related to his eections and his palitica
gances. The collection isauseful starting point for research on his career.

Midrasha
2 1/2 cubic feet

Although synagogues in the Hartford area often had programs for high school-aged members
during the first haf of the 20th century, few had actua classes for these youths. In the 1960s,
local Conservative rabbis and educators became concerned with the lack of standard classes for
this age group and made that concern atop priority. In 1963, they founded Midrashaasa"joint
Conservetive high school” for after-school Judaic studies. Thefirst class graduated in 1967. By
the following year, the program began to attract Orthodox students, aswell. In 1970, following
successful discussions with the Jewish Federation, Midrasha rededicated itsdlf as a school for,
and supported by, the entire Jewish community. Asthe school grew, many subjects were added
as choices within the curriculum, from film and archaeology to Tamudic sudies. During the

late 1980s and early 1990s, however, student enrollment declined severely, due partidly to
demographics and partidly to the establishment of a new Reform movement supplementa high
school, Beit Noar, in 1991. In 1995, Midrasha and Beit Noar were merged under the name

Y achad as a supplementa school for sudentsin the 8th through 12th grades from dl Jewish
afiliaions. This collection contains an excdlent set of minutes, correspondence, and program
files of Midrashafrom the early 1970sto the early 1990s.

Mizrachi and Mizrachi Women
1/2 cubic foot

The Hartford Chapter of Mizrachi was founded circa 1939 by Rabbi |. Solomon Rosenberg,
Spiritud leader a Beth Hamedrash Hagodol (the Garden Street Synagogue). He made "diyah”
with hisfamily in 1951, changing his nameto Israd Shelomoh Ben Mer. He won a seet in the
Knessat and served for many years. Mizrachi, dso known as the Religious Zionists of America,
is"dedicated to building the Jewish state based on principles of Torah." It conducts educationd
programs and raises funds for rdigious educationd inditutionsin Isragl. Mizrachi's Sster
organization, Mizrachi Women, dso known as AMIT, raises funds for socid servicesin Ilsrael
provided by ingtitutions based on traditional Judaism. The Hartford Mizrachi Chapter is
represented mostly by very incomplete bank records and afile of news clippings of their events.
The AMIT chapter is better represented, with minutes from the 1970s and extensive publicity
files from the 1960s and 1970s.

Mt. Sinai Hospital
2 cubic feet plus 2 oversize scrapbooks
In the early part of the 20th century, Jewish physicians were not permitted the same hospita

privilegesthat other physicians received. They were kept out of the network of referrds, forced
to put patients on admittance waiting lists in hope that a gentile colleague would admit them (and
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take over control of the trestment), and eiminated from policy-making. If admitted, Jewish
patients often found themselves in an environment where they could not spesk the language or
obtain kosher food. Also, Jewish interns could not find internships in Hartford.

To correct this Stuation, locd citizens and physicians banded together to create a Jewish hospital
in 1918. WWI ddlayed progressin the project, but Mt. Sinai Hospital opened in 1923. 1n 1925,
the hospital established a nurang school to address the problem of nurses being unwilling to visit
Jewish patients.

Mt. Sinai moved with the Jewish community into the north end of Hartford, but when the Jewish
population moved west and northwest out of the city in the mid 1960s, Mt. Sinai choseto
commit itself to the North End neighborhood. Although this decision was beneficid to the
people of Hartford, growing reimbursement problems were financidly disastrous for the
hospitd. In the face of mounting deficits, Mt. Sinai was forced to merge with &. Francis
Hospitd in the 1990s.

This collection isimportant for its aspects of anti-Semitism and the Jewish commund response
toit. It dso documentsimportant aspects of the Jewish move out of the city into the suburbs.
The collection contains early minutes, annua reports, and staff memas that provide a continuous
narrative of the hospitd's growth and decline.

National Council of Jewish Women
9 cubic feet plus 1 cubic foot of artifactsand 2 1/2 linear feet of overszed materids

The Hartford Section of the National Council of Jewish Women was formed in 1910, primarily
by German Jewish women concerned with aiding new East European Jewish immigrants.
However, from the start most NCIW programs were non-sectarian in their philanthropy. These
early programs included meeting nutritiona and hedth care needs of children through milk
gations and home vigts by nurses, finding lodging, jobs and providing weekly persona contact
with young women to keep them from progtitution, and Americanization programs and religious
schoolsto help immigrants adjust to their new community.

Early inits existence, the NCIW recognized the need to battle socid problems not only through
hands-on work with their congtituents, but through legidative activism aswel. Members
produced research on socid ills which they then used in their lobbying for child labor laws, low
income housing, food and drug laws, and efforts to promote world peace.

In the mid-20th century, the NCIW moved into new community activities such asthe
improvement of interfaith relaions and in the establishment of scholarship funds. However, the
group found it necessary to continue many of its earlier programs for immigrants, such as
Americanization classes, job placement, and children's aid, as a new wave of Europeansfled
from Hitler. NCJW aso ingtituted war-time projects such as knitting, rationing board work, war
bond sdes, and an index to aid familiesin finding their digplaced relatives.
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After WWII, as women began to work outside of the home, NCIW added evening meetingsto its
schedule. Asimmigration dowed, programs for immigrants closed and volunteers were
resllocated to projects related to new societd chalenges. With the advent of McCarthyism and
censorship, the NCIW ingtituted the Freedom Campaign and Freedom to Read project. The
group's research showed a need for programs to provide recreation services for elders and
intervention programs for troubled youths; both programs were initiated.

In the 1970s, a new wave of immigrants needed NCIW's help, the Soviet Jews. NCJIW |obbied
for their free passage and aided in subsequent settlement efforts. In the present, NCIW continues
its non sectarian work through volunteering in soup kitchens, "Meds on Whedls," and various

types of advocacy.

The NCJIW collection is clearly important for the study of women's roles of leadership and
activiam in the community. It shows the flexibility of the group in meeting both socid needs and
the needs of the volunteer. The collection aso provides awindow on the life of the more
financidly and socidly secure Jewish woman of this century. A long run of minutesand a
sampling of newdetters through many decades provide a continuous view of this group's
priorities and activities.

New Britain Hebrew Ladies Aid Society
1/2 cubic foot

The New Britain Hebrew Ladies Aid Society was founded in 1916 to assst needy Jews and do
generd charitable work. Little is known about the Society inits early days. By the mid 1960s,
the Society had shifted its focus to aiding Jewish students with their educationa expenses. Most
of the records in the collection date from the 1960s and 1970s. The group disbanded in 1989.
Although not useful as a primary research topic, these records may offer supporting information
to anyone studying the rise and decline of smilar women's charitable groups.

Oral History

This collection contains amost 600 taped interviews and JHSGH programs pertaining to all
aspects of Jewish history in Greater Hartford. Summaries are available, but most tapes have not
yet been indexed or transcribed. Specia topics include women in military service, Colchester
farmers, Zionism, persond memoirs, Holocaust survivors, the immigrant experience, and
histories of locd organizations, busnesses, and synagogues.

Organizations Vertical File
4 cubic feet

This collection contains the records of loca organizations for which there is less than 1/4 cubic
foot of materid per file. A list of these will be found in the appendices.
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Periodicals
17 cubic feet

The periodica collection contains both loca and national publications concerning the Jewish
community. Highlights indude the Connecticut Hebrew Record (issues from 1920 to 1923), the
Jewish Daily Bulletin (issues from 1927 to 1935), and back issues of the Connecticut Jewish
Ledger from the last two decades.

Photograph Collection
40 cubic feet

The Photograph Collection contains dl of the photographic images held by the HSGH. They
are organized with the same divisons and headings as the document collections.

Pioneer Women
1/4 cubic foot

The Hartford Chapter of Pioneer Women was founded in 1947 to raise funds for avariety of
socid servicesin lsrad and for educationd programsin the United States. Golda Meir visited
the chapter severd times. Although the materid in this collection documents the birth and
presence of this organization, the collection tells us very little about its activities.

Probus Club
1/2 cubic foot

The Probus Club, anationd Jewish service organization serving the mentaly and physicaly
chalenged, was founded in 1921 in New Haven. Origindly a club for men, the name derived
from the fact that members were recruited from the professond and business sectors. The
Greater Hartford chapter formed in 1955. Today the Probus Club is non-sectarian, though it
remains primarily Jewish, and women are an integrd part of the organization. The Club
sponsors group homes, scholarships, specid education programs, field trips and specid
activities, and summer campsfor children. The Probus Club collection is useful in
demondtrating how alater generation continued the Jewish tradition of taking care of societd
needs through charitable activity. The collection iswesk in early materids but very strong in
materials from the 1970s and 1980s.

Ribicoff, Abraham
1/4 cubic foot

Abraham Ribicoff (1910-1998) was the first Jew to become governor of Connecticut. He also
served in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate. He aided John F. Kennedy in hisbid to
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become President and became part of his cabinet. In the course of these activities, Ribicoff
opened up sate and nationd palitics to candidates of any background.

Borninto avery poor family in New Britain, Ribicoff began working to aid the family at the age
of eight. After working his way through law school, he opened a practice and began his political
career in the state legidature in 1938. Ribicoff entered nationd politicsin 1948 with his dection
to the House of Representatives. He won the gubernatoria bid in 1954; after two terms, Ribicoff
accepted the pogition of Secretary of Hedth, Education, and Welfare under President Kennedly.
Following that were eighteen years as U.S. Senator. Although asked to be the running mate of
George McGovern, Ribicoff declined. Throughout his career, Ribicoff was known for candor
and stlanding up for his beliefsin spite of attempts at intimidation.

This collection is comprised largely of news dlippings, articles by Ribicoff, and photographs. It
provides an overview of Ribicoff's career and vauable materid for understanding his politicd
stances but is only a starting point for serious research.

Rome, John J.
1/4 cubic foot

John J. Rome (dates unknown) was best known for his association with the Honiss Oyster
House, located for more than 130 years across from the Old State House in Hartford. Rome
started out with the company around 1927. In 1949, he became its president. In 1974, Rome
sold most of hisinterest and retired. This collection conssts of scrapbook items kept by Rome
concerning his career as arestauranteur.

Rose, R. Philip and Rebecca Cole
1/4 cubic foot

R. Philip Rose (1899-1982) worked at the Hartford Courant for forty-five years (1920-1965),
completing his tenure there as News Editor. Throughout the years he earned the respect of his
colleagues for his kindness and the quality of hiswork. He was married to Rebecca Cole Rose
(d. 1986), asculptor. Following his retirement, Rose donated so many hours as a volunteer at
Hartford Hospitd that he became the first man eected to the membership of the Women's
Auxiliary. This collection will aid anyone researching Jewish members of the news media, but it
is not large enough to be the primary focus of research.

Silverman, Rabbi Morrisand Althea
1/2 cubic foot

Rabbi Morris Silverman (1894-1972), born in Newburgh, NY, earned an M.A. in American
Higtory from Columbia Universty and was ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary in
1922. In 1923, Silverman took over the pulpit of the four-year-old Emanud congregation and
continued to serve there for thirty-eight years until hisretirement in 1961. During these years,
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membership rose from 178 families to more than 1,000 families, and atendance a services dso
rose as Silverman indtituted innovations such as late Friday evening services, the Bat Mitzvah
ceremony, Junior Congregation services, and other youth programs. Rabbi Silverman aso
became well-known throughout the greater Hartford community for hisinterfaith and civil rights

support.

In addition to hisloca work, Rabbi Silverman served the Conservative movement nationdly by
editing numerous prayer books and other publications. His Sabbath and Festival Prayer Book
became the officia Sddur of the movement, and his edition of the High Holiday Prayer Book is
dill in common usetoday. Rabbi Silverman aso put his degree in history to use by writing a
series of newspaper articles on the history of Hartford Jews which then evolved into his book
Hartford Jews 1659-1970.

Rabbi SIverman'swife, Althea (1897-1977), was dso very active in the synagogue and
community. Her own love of writing was demondrated by the many pageant scripts that she
wrote, her book The Jewish Home Beautiful which arose from her Sisterhood programs on
holiday and shabbat entertaining, and her books on Jewish themes for children.

This collection documents many of the activities of Rabbi Silverman and members of his family.
However, it does not contain many working papers from the Rabbi's editing and writing.

Sons and Daughtersof Herz|
1/4 cubic foot

The Sons and Daughters of Herzl was organized in 1909 as a Zionist club for young people. Its
mesetings were conducted in Yiddish. This collection contains the club's minutesin Yiddish from
1915 to 1922.

Spitz, Rabbi Leon
1/2 cubic foot

Rabbi Leon Spitz (1891-1959) was notable for hiswork in establishing Consarvative
congregations. Spitz grew up localy and was ordained by the Jewish Theologica Seminary.
During a bregk from hiswork asa WWI chaplain, he was asked to come home to organize what
became the Emanuel Synagogue, the firdt introduction of Conservative Judaism to Connecticut.
He was dso assgned to set up Conservative congregations in numerous other eastern
communities. Spitz was an ardent Zionist and officer of the Zionist Organization of America,

the American Jewish Congress, and the Connecticut/Rhode Idand division of United Paestine

Apped.
Rabbi Spitz was a prolific author of higtoricd fiction for children and adults. Mogt of this

collection is comprised of manuscripts and copies of his publications. Thereis aso anotable
letter dated 1923 from Mordecal Kaplan in which Kaplan mentions the criticism he has been
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receiving for his agpproach to Judaism. Kaplan suggests that he and his supporterswould al be
better off to say that they are neither Reform nor Orthodox but rather a third party.

Synagogue and Congregation Vertical File
4 cubic feet

This collection contains the records of loca synagogues and congregations for which thereisless
than 1/4 cubic foot of materid per file. A list of these will be found in the appendices.

Temple Beth Sholom -- See Beth Sholom
TempleB'nai Israd -- See B'nai | srael

Touro Club
1/2 cubic foot

The Touro Club was established in 1901 by members of Hartford's German Jewish population.
Unlike other fraternd organizations which usudly had sick benefit provisons, the Touro Club
was formed exclusively for socid purposes. Typicd activities included dinners, dances, poker
games, and billiards. In 1922, the Touro Club became the Tumble Brook Country Club, witha
clubhouse and nine-hole golf coursein Bloomfidd. This collection contains the Club minutes,
but they contain relatively little information about the club other than names of new members
and ligs of hills paid.

Tucker, Sophie Abuza
1/2 cubic foot

Sophie Abuza Tucker (1889-1966) was asinger known as "the Firgt Lady of Show Business'
and "Lagt of the Red-Hot Mamas." She began her career as a youth sSinging outside of her
father's kosher restaurant in Hartford. She progressed to burlesque, vaudeville, theater, musical
comedly, radio, television, and movies over the course of her Sixty years on the stage. She
became an internationa gar, giving command performances for three generations of English
roydty. Despite her busy career, she returned annually to Hartford, often giving benefit
performances to aid the Hebrew Old People's Home, for which her mother was an active
volunteer. Tucker was charitable in other ways as well, donating more than $2 million to
edtablish programs for underprivileged children, a hedlth clinic, and two youth centersin Isradl.
This collection contains afew recordings, news clippings, copies of her autobiography Some of
These Days, and an excellent sdlection of photographs.

Wise, Isdore
1/4 cubic foot plus a scrapbook and architecturd plans
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Isidore Wise (1866-1956) left school at the age of eeven for hisfirgt job in retail and opened his
own dry goods store by the age of twenty-one. Eventualy Wise and his partners built a six-story
department store that he operated from 1898 to 1950. Wise was both popular and greatly
respected. He held severa public offices and received numerous public honors. 1n 1907, he
founded the Hartford Businessmen's Association which eventudly became the Hartford

Chamber of Commerce. He was aso president of Congregation Beth Isradl for thirty-seven
years, and afounder and presdent of United Jewish Charitiesin Hartford. Wise and his wife
were extremely fond of travel; in 1949, they established a foundation to provide travel
scholarships for two public school students each year.

The Isidore Wise collection conggts largdly of information on the various tributes paid to Wise.
Although full of biographicad information and useful for generd histories of retail development
in Hartford, this collection isinsufficient for specific, in-depth retail or biographica research.

Workmen'sCircle
1/2 cubic foot

The Workmen's Circle was one of anumber of fraterna organizations founded by Jewish
immigrants to cope with the many economic and labor problems that they faced after arriva in
this country. Initsearly years, the Circle provided extensive services for its members, including
medica care, burids, adult education, and children's schools and camps. As Jews became more
finenddly secure, the Circle shifted its outlook from srident Socialism to a more moderate

focus on creating a "better and more beautiful world." Thefirgt Circle branch in Hartford was
organized in 1901, with at least Sx more branches organized during the following two decades.
The branches joined together in 1918 as the Workmen's Circle Educationa Alliance to purchase
a headquarters. During the 1960s and 1970s the local organization contracted and eventually
dissolved.

This callection is very smdl and is comprised primarily of materids from the later years of the
organizetion. The heart of the collection, minutes of branch #15 from 1952 to 1971, isin
Yiddish. Although difficult to use as a primary research topic, these records may offer
supporting information to anyone studying the rise and decline of fraternd groups.

Young Men's Hebrew Association / Young Women's Hebrew Association
1/2 cubic foot

The Hartford Jewish community has been concerned about activities for its youth since the 19th
century. Asearly as 1878, there was a Y oung Men's Hebrew Association (YMHA) chapter
which may have been reorganized in 1890. A Y oung Women's Hebrew Association (YWHA)
chapter was formed in 1881. These organizations were primarily utilized by locd Jews of
German descent, whereas the East European immigrants formed the Hartford Hebrew
Asociationin 1891. Little is known of the activities of the early "Y" chapters.
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Little documentation of these groups exists from before 1915, by which timethe YMHA and
YWHA served loca Jews of al backgrounds from headquarters first on Winthrop Street and
later on Ann Street (between 1928 and 1935). These organizations sponsored awide variety of
recregtiond and educationd activities for youth and young adults, including a Sunday School

and other courses on Jewish topics, theater productions, a magazine, and sports teams. There
aso existed asocid group for young men, the Lyric Club, which sponsored sports teams and
theetrica productions; in 1919 they affiliated with the YMHA. It isnot clear, however, if they
were apart of the YMHA chapter on Winthrop Street, asthey retained their rooms on High
Street and their minutes show no change of membership.

Theloca "Y" groups disbanded in the late 1930s. There was no equivalent until the
organization of the Jewish Center Association in 1942. This collection documents the socid and
gports activities of the "Y™ groups primarily during the 1920s. Thereisaso abook of Lyric
Club minutes from the period when it changed over to affiliation with the YMHA in 1919
t01920.

Zionigt Organization of America
1 1/2 cubic feet

The Hartford Zionigt Digtrict of the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) probably was
organized in 1917 in response to the Bafour Declaration. Two years later, the ZOA appointed
Abraham Goldstein as the paid director of the Connecticut Zionist Region or Bureau. Goldstein,
intelligent and highly gifted as an orator, led loca ZOA activities to sunning success as one of
the most active and influentid locd digrictsin the United States. A highlight in locd ZOA
history was the vigit to Hartford in 1921 by Chaim Weizmann, head of the World Zionist
Organization, and Albert Eingtein to raise funds for the Keren Hayesod (Paestine Restoration
Fund). Loca ZOA leaders gave to the Keren Hayesod wholeheartedly.

This collection by itsdlf is samdl and offers the researcher only the Hartford Zionist Didtrict
minutes from 1919 to 1923 which are very useful. It is sometimes difficult to separate the
activities of the ZOA from other Zionigt activities because of the overlap in members of the
various groups, so researchers need to examine the Isragl and Zionism Subject Collection and
other related collections for their possible ZOA content.
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Appendix A
Files of Organizationsin the Vertical File

These are the files of organizations for which we have less than 1/4 cubic feet of documents.
Filesrefer to theloca chapters of national organizations.

American Jewish Committee

Anti-Defamation League

Association of Orthodox Jewish Scientists

B'naith Zion of Hartford

Brahilover Benevolent Association

Brandeis Univerdty Women's Committee

B'rith Abraham, Independent Order of

Charter Oak Cultura Arts Center

Credit Unions and "Oxies'

Daughters of Zion Society

Deborah Hospital Foundation

Deborah Society

Eleven Club

Fifteen Club

Florence Nightingae Club

Fraternal Organizations (including the Masons, Knights of Columbus, John Hay Lodge,
Jonathan Lodge, Princess Rebekah Lodge, Upsilon Lambda Phi Fraternity)

Goodwill Club

Greater Hartford Rabbinic Fellowship

Hartford Bible Society

Hartford Mutua Society

Hartford Shadom

Havurah Movement

Hebrew Peddlers Protective Association

Israel Bonds

Jewish Association of New Americans, Hartford

Jawish Continuity Community Council

Jewish Family Service

Jawish Genedogy Society

Jewish Nationd Workers Alliance

Jewish Pioneersin Pdegtine

Jawish Registered Nurses

Jewish Socid Service Agency of Hartford

Jawish Welfare Board

Kashrut Commission of Greater Hartford

Ludmir Y oung Men's Benevolent Association

Mikveh Bess Isradl

Mosaic Mountain Club

Nationa Conference of Chrigtians and Jews

Nationa Conference of Synagogue Y outh
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Ohr Samayach Ingtitution

Piaterer Verein of Hartford

Scouts

Society of lgradl Philatdists
Solomon Schechter Day School
Thirteen Club

Torah Treks

Tumblebrook Country Club

Tzivos Hashem

United Order of True Sisters

United Synagogue Y outh

Vaad HaKashruth

Vendors Mutua Benefit Association
Wolkowysker Society

Women's League for Conservative Judaism
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Appendix B
Files of Synagogues and Congregationsin the Vertical File

These are the files of synagogues and congregations for which we have less than 1/4 cubic feet
of documents.

Ados lsradl (Hartford)

Adath Israel (Middletown)
Ateres|sradl (Hartford)

Ateres Knesset Isradl (Hartford)

Am Segulah (West Hartford)

Ahavath Achim (Colchester)

Beth Ahm (Windsor)

Beth El (Torrington)

Beth El (Waterbury)

Beth Hamedrash Hagodol (Hartford)
Beth Hilld (South Windsor)

Beth Jacob Congregation (Hartford)
Beth Tefilah (East Hartford)

Beth Torah (Wethersfield)

B'na Israd (Rockville)

B'nai Sholom (Newington)

B'na Sholom (Waterbury)

Beth Sholom, Congregation (Deep River)
Farmington Vdley Jaewish Congregetion
Kehilat Chaverim (West Hartford)
Knesseth Israd (Ellington)

Knesset Isradl (Hartford)

Kol Haverim (Glastonbury)

Ohave Zedeck (Hartford)

Ohavel Shdom (West Hartford)

Rodfe Zedek (East Haddam)

Shaarey Torah (Hartford)

Sons of Jacob (Torrington)

Teferes Israd (Hartford/Bloomfield)
Temple B'nai Abraham (Meriden)
Temple B'na Israd (Willimantic)
Temple Sina (Newington)

Tephereth Israel (New Britain)

Tikvoh Chadoshah (Bloomfield)

United Synagogues (West Hartford)
Young Israel of Hartford (West Hartford)
Young Isradl of West Hartford (West Hartford)
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Additional Databases:

Organizations
Synagogues

Individuals & Families
Obituaries

Businesses & Professions
Books

Cemeteries

Photographs
Miscellaneous Data
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